CFL alumni scoring
big in business world

Whether by determination or necessity, Canadian
football players are becoming canny businessmen

CHRIS ZELKOVICH

SPORTS REPORTER

It didn’t take Adriano Belli long to
realize there was another differ-
ence between the NFL and CFL
besides the size of the field, the
number of downs and the heft of
the pay cheques.

At his first CFL training camp in
2001 he heard players talking about
off-season jobs and preparing
themselves for their next careers.
At the two NFL camps he'd attend-
ed, the future was seldom dis-
cussed.

“When I was in the NFL, there
were a lot of guys who came in with
no thought as to what theyd do
when they were finished,” says the
former Toronto Argonaut, who an-
nounced his retirement earlier this
week. “The next thing you know,
they’re gone and they’'ve got to rein-
vent themselves.

“In the CFL, you know the day you
arrive that you have to get ready for
the next step.”

Many have prepared themselves
doing very, very well.
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Belli got ready by working in the
family meat business, and now runs
a successful operation that employs
60 people. Business is booming so
much, he no longer had the time to
get himself into playing shape. He's
just one of many CFL alumni fo
become successful businessmen.

There’s Argo linebacker Kevin Ei-
ben, who opened a Sports Specific
Training franchise in QOakville 16
months ago and is about to launch a
second location in Milton. He
bought his franchise from former
CFL quarterback Larry Jusdanis,
whose empire includes six outlets.

There’s former Hamilton Tiger-
Cat defensive lineman David Sauve,
the owner of more than 10 Tim
Hortons franchises and an invest-
ment company. Ex-Argos Blaine
Schmidt (wireless and auto recon-
struction), Jim Stillwagon (market-
ing) and Bobby Taylor (Black Bull
Pub) are prominent businessmen.
Former Calgary Stampeders Dave
Sapunjis and Bob Viecars have
made a fortune in the oil business.
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